United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/530,376 


04/06/2005 


Gerard De Haan 


NL 021010 


4924 



24737 7590 04/01/2008 

PHILIPS INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY & STANDARDS 
P.O. BOX 3001 

BRIARCLIFF MANOR, NY 10510 



EXAMINER 



DESIR, JEANWICEL 



PAPER NUMBER 



2622 



04/01/2008 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



\JI 1 /(/C MlrllUII OUflfflfCffy 


Application No. 

10/530,376 


Applicant(s) 

DE HAAN, GERARD 


Examiner 

Jean W. Desir 


Art Unit 

2622 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . Figures 1 A, 1 B, and 1 C should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art- 
because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1 , 2, 6-1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being anticipated by 
Figs. 1A-1C of the instant application. 

Claim 1: 
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The claimed "An image conversion unit for converting a first image with a first resolution 
into a second image with a second resolution" is disclosed, see Figs 1A-1C, page 5 
lines 6-14, the image conversion unit comprising: 

"a coefficient-determining means for determining a first filter coefficient on basis 
of pixel values of the first image", see Figs 1A, 1C item 106, page 5 lines 15-19; 

"an adaptive filtering means for calculating a second pixel value of the second 
image on basis of a first one of the pixel values of the first image and the first filter 
coefficient, characterized in that the adaptive filtering means is arranged to perform a 
non-linear operation", see Figs 1A, 1C item 104, page 5 lines 20-23, page 1 line 28 to 
page 2 line 10. 

Claim 2 is disclosed, see page 6 lines 10-20. 

Claims 6, 7 are disclosed, see Figs. 1B, 1C, page 7 lines 1-10 

Claim 8 is disclosed, see page 6 lines 8-9. 

Claim 9 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 . 

Claim 10 is disclosed, see Fig. 1A, page 5 lines 6-23. 

Claims 11, 12 are disclosed, see page 1 lines 19-21. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Figs. 
1A-1C of the instant application in view of De Haan et al (US 5,715,335). 
Claim 3: 

The limitation of claim 3 that further limits claim 1 is not explicitly disclosed, 
because an order statistical filter as claimed is not explicitly taught by the admitted prior 
art Figs. 1A-1C. However, the reference to De Haan shows that order statistical filter is 
a notoriously well known filter in the art, see De Haan at col. 1 lines 30-32, used 
advantageously for noise reduction purposes in images; an artisan would be motivated 
to modify the admitted prior art and implement this well known filter to arrive at the 
claimed invention, and advantageously provide a system that would reduce noise in 
images, such as Gaussian and impulse noises. Therefore, the claimed invention would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made. 

Claim 4 is disclosed, see De Haan at col. 1 line 40. 
Claim 5 is disclosed, see De Haan at col. 2 line 5. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean W. Desir whose telephone number is (571 ) 272 
7344. The examiner can normally be reached on 5/4/9 - First Friday Off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272 7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/David L. Ometz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
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Apr. 1, 08 



